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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Friday,  November  3,.  1944 


Subject:    Rug  Repairing  at  Home 


Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Human 
Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  U.S. 
Department  of  -agriculture 


Today  I'm  going  to  be  sentimental  about  rugs  for  just  a  minxite.     You  know,  our 
rugs  lead  pretty  hard  lives... even  if  they  do  lie  down  on  the  job  all  ihe  time. 
Life's  pretty  tough  for  rugs  when  nobody  cares  for  them,  and  they  get  all  ragged 
and  worn  and  even  bald. 

But  rugs  respond  to  kind  treatment,  and  they'll  stay  good-looking  through  long 
and  useful  careers  if  you  keep  them  in  condition.     You  can  do  wonders  with  regular 
vacuum  or  carpet  sweeper  grooming. ..  and  periodical  beauty  treatments  at  the  dry 
cleaners...  and  especially  with  face-lifting  repairs. 

Of  course,  even  well-treated  rugs  eventually  get  worn  in  spots,  and  accidents 
happen  in  the  best  of  families.     It  may  seen  like  a  minor  household  disaster  "rhen 
a  coal  pops  out  of  the  fireplace,  and  burns  a  hole  in  the  living  room  carpet — or 
Junior's  pupoy  rips  the  fringe  off  your  bedroom  rug.    3ut  if  you  rescue  your  floor 
coverings  with  the  provebial  "stitch  in  time,"  you  can  keep  them  looking  their 
best  for  years. 

It's  well  worth  while  now  to  keep  a  good  rug  repaired,  or  to  rejuvenate  an  old 
one,  because  new  floor  coverings  are  likely  to  remain  on  the  scarce  list  for  quite 
a  while  yet.    And  besides,  carpets  and  rugs  take  a  big  slice  of  the  family  budget 
when  they  have  to  be  repalced.  . .  so ,  you're  practicing  wise  economy  if  you  make  the 
effort  to  ke^p  them  repaired.    You  can  do  many  of  those  mending  jobs  yourself. 

ilaybe  you  haven't  tackled  home  rug  repairing  before — not  very  many  homenakers 
have — but  quite  a  few  rug-mending  jobs  are  really  simole  when  you  have  the  "know- 
how"  on  methods.     If  you're  contemplating  a  rug  mending  session  soon,  you  might 
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like  to  have  a  copy  of  a  nev  government  bulletin — just  off  the  press  entitled 
"Carpet  and  Rug  Repair."    It's  written  by  textile  specialists  in  the  Bureau  of  Human 
Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     It  has  a  lot 
of  practical  suggestions  on  mending  rugs  at  home. 

Pictures  are  a  big  help  when  it  comes  to  demonstrating  mending  methods.  Veil, 
this  nev;  carpet  and  rug  repair  bulletin    has  a  lot  of  helpful  illustrations  that  she 
you  just  how  to  do  things.    For  example,  they  illustrate  how  to  put  on  a  new  bindinr 
how  to  sew  on  fringe,  and  how  to  repalce  mis-ing  tufts  of  pile.     I'll  tell  you  where 
to  write  for  a  copy  of  the  bulletin  later,  so  if  you  want  to,  you  can  get  ready  to 
take  do'-rn  the  address. 

Naturally,  the  best  time  to  make  repairs  is  when  vorn  pieces  first  appear.  That 
goes  especially  for  rugs  in  constant  use.    3ut  sometimes  even  an  old  rug  you  retired 
to  the  attic  in  pre-war  days  can  be  reclaimed  and  put  back  into  service,    "vhen  the 
pile's  all  worn  off  most  of  the  rug,  it's  obvious  no  amount  of  work  could  make  it 
like  nev;.    So  you  have  to  look  an  old  rug  over  carefully  and  decide  whether  it's 
worth  a  repair  job. 

Next  thing  you'll  want  to  decide  is  whether  to  tackle  the  rug  at  home.  Of 
course,  fixing  the  fringe  the  puppy  ripped  off  is  very  simple.     Some  jobs  are  a  lit- 
tle more  tedious. .  .well,  like  mending  the  hole-' burned  in  the  living  room  carpet. 
With  good  instructions,  though,  it's  really  not  too  difficult. 

For  rug  and  carpet  repairs  you  need  sturdy  tools.     Probably  you  have  most  of  the 
materials  you'll  ne-d  on  hand  right  now,  but  you  may  need  to  buy  a  few  special  mend- 
ing supplies,    as  a  rule  you  can  get  them  from  rug  supply  shops,  mail  -order  houses 
or  upholstery  sections  of  department  stores. 

The  bulletin  on  rug  repair  has  a  complete  outline  of  all  the  things  Trou'll  need, 
but  I  thought  I'd  mention  some  of  the  items  on  the  list,  so,   if  you  want  to,  you 
can  get  them  and  be  all  ready  to  go  to  <--ork  when  the  bulletin  arrives. 
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Here' re  some  of  the  things  you'll  need  for  sure:    Strong,  sharp  shears,  or  a 
sharp  knife  or  single-edge  razor  are  essential  for  cutting  and  trimming.  Then, 
you'll  have  to  have  several  strong  darning  needles.     If  you're  going  to  mend  bare 
spots  in  your  rug,  it  helps  a  lot  to  have  a  curved  upholstery  needle,     too.    And,  to 
push  a  heavy  needle  through  thick  carpeting,  and  to  protect  your  fingers, you1 11  have 
to  have  a  good  thimble. 

Depending  on  what  sort  of  repair  job  you're  planning,  you  may  also  want  to  get 
twilled  carpet  binding  and  maybe  some  single  or  double-band  fringe,     ''/hen  you  buy 
fringe,  measure  both  ends  of  the  rug,  and  remember  to  allow  an  extra  two  inches  for 
each  yard  of  rug  to  be  finished.     You'll  need  those  extra  inches  because  you'll  take 
them  up  in  sewing. 

For  the  best  wear  and  most  professional-looking  results,  Trou'll  want  the  same 
kind  of  binding,  thread,  and  yarn  the  commercial  repairman  use.    Linen  carpet  thread- 
is  the  most  satisfactory,  but  if  you  can't  find  it,  you  can  use  coarse  cotton  or 
heavy-duty  mercerized  thread.     Get  the  number  24-  or  30  size, 

Carpet  yarn  is  best  for  filling  in  bare  spots  in  a  pile  rug  because  it's  firm 
and  springy    and  can  stand  hard  wear*.     You  can  probably  get  a  few  yards  or  a  small 
skein  of  the  colors  you  need  from  a  rug  or  carpet  shop  or  by  sending  to  the  manu- 
facturer of  your  rug.    You  man  find  his  name,  along  with  the  pattern  number  and 
color,  stamped  on  the  back.     If  you  write  to  the  manufacturer,  send  all  this  inform- 
ation that's  stamped  on  the  rug.     Also,  pull  a  few  tufts  of  each  color  you  need  from 
scattered  places  in  the  selvage,  to  send  along  as  samples. 

Directions  for  mending  hooked  and  braided  rugs  as  well  a?  for  pile  rugs  and 
carpets,  are  included  in  the  new  bulletin. 

Now  for  the  address  on  this  rug  repair  bulletin.     For  a  free  copy,  just  send 
your  name  and  address  on  a  post  card  to  the  U.  3..  Department  of  Agriculture,  Wash- 
ington 25,  D.  C.  and  ask  for  Farmer's  Bulletin  Eumber  I960,   "Carpet  and  Hug 
Repair . " 


